DEFENSE RESTS i 

wm m \ 

Final Arguments Before 
Jury Slated 


By JAMES H. DOWNEY 
MERIDIAN, Miss. (AP)-The 
defense rested Thursday and 
Judge Dan Russell scheduled 
Tinal legal arguments before the 
jury hearing the cases, of 10 Ku 
Klux Klansmen charged in the 
firebomb death of Vernon 
Dahmer. 

Russell allotted Vh hours for 
each side to summarize its case 
and then went into conference 
with opposing attorneys to seek 
agreement on legal instructions 
for the jury when it retires. 

Informed sources said they 
did not expect the jury to 
actually begin its deliberations 
until Friday because the con- 
ference between judge and 
lawyers went far into the af- 
ternoon. 

The defense asked Russell to 
direct the jury to return verdicts s 
of innocent for all 10, but the ^ 
judge overruled these motions ; 
outright in the cases of all } 
counts against nine defendants \ 
and one of the counts against ^ 
the tenth. f 

Each defendant was charged 
on two counts — both planning j 
and participating in the attack. ^ 
Russell decided he wanted ad- 
ditional time to determine ^ 
whether there should be a di- f 
rected verdict of acquittal for 
Charles Clifforrd Wilson on the 
charge of planning the attack. 

WILSON DENIES ROLE 
Although the defense based 
its case largely on character 
and alibi witnesses, Wilson took 
the stand Thursday to deny a 
part in what the government 
termed the conspiracy to intim- 
idate Dahmer. 

The government has charged 
the 10 with initiating and car- 
rying out the plot because the 
Negro businessman had worked 
to register Negroes as voters. 
Dahmer received fatal burns in 
his respiratory tract in the pre- 
dawn attack Jan. 10, 1966. 

The 36- year-old Wilson, son 
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of a Delta sharecropper, was 
vice - president of the State 
Junior Chamber of Commerce 
when he was arrested in the 
Dahmer case. 

The other nine Jones County 
men on trial were: 

Sam H. Bowers, Jr., 44, iden- 
tified as former imperial wizard 
of the White Knights a if the Ku 
Klux Klan; Cecil Victor Ses- 

• sum, 33, identified as a local 
Klan head or cyclops; Henry 

; Edward DeBoxtel, 32; Howard 

• Travis Giles, 40; Frank Lyons, 
1 36; Deavours Nix, 45; Charles 

Richard Noble, 26; William 
i Thomas Smith, 33; and Lester 
; Thornton, 44. 

- Originally 16 men were 
i scheduled to go on trial, but 
f charges were dropped against 

• four and the case of a fifth was 
) continued because of his illness. 

• During the course of the trial 
i Russell declared a mistrial in 
j the case of Lawrence Byrd Sr., 

• because a witness improperly 
mentioned his name while dis- 


cussing another matter. 

Wilson in his testimony de- 
nied loaning his wife’s car to 
anyone the night of the attack 
and said he was home all that 
night. 

Referring to testimony by 
star prosecution witness Billy 
Roy Pitts that he and Pitts 
had attended some Klan meet- 
ings together, Wilson said he 
had not met Pitts until four 
months after the Dahmer at- 
tack. 

“If I had seen him before I 
didn't know who he was,** he 
said. 

He admitted he had been a 
member of the Klan and said 
he knew defendants Nix, Smith 
and Sessum before the Dahmer 
case. 

He described his initiation 
into the Klan: “We came to this 
building out in a cow pasture. 
There were four men in robes 
who swore me in. I took an oath 
of secrecy.” 

He said he had not broken his 


oath until now but “I think my 
wife and children come before 
it. I hope God will forgive me.” 
Asked why he joined the Klan 
he said: 

4 ‘I’ve asked myself that 
question about a thousand 
times since I was arrested. 
The only reason I joined was 
that Mr. (Tate) Rivers asked 
me ... I really don’t have a 
a reason for joining.” 

He said he had signed bonds 
for some of the defendants in 
court cases since the first ar- 
rests because the men were out 
of work and needed help. 

“I’d have signed bonds for 
any of them,” he said. “Some 
four of the men indicted are 1 
not defendants now so I feel 
that I was justified in trying 
to help their families.” 


